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For the Te. is unto you... Fay to your. 
children , and to all Fo at arCafar offy 
even Toas many as the Lordour wy 
God shall call, At. 2, 29. 


Printed in the yeere, TS 


To the Reader, 


out the ſoule , as the ſoule can without a 
promiſe, and as the body is not wearted with 
bread { being the faffe of life) thoughit hath 
it every day for nourichment , ſo likewiſethe 
: fainting hungry ſoule can never becloyed with 
| feeding upon the promiſes : for which cauſe I 

have alſo adventured this little Sermon , not 
doubting, but it may reape it's > 45 » from 


thoſe whoſe hearts are rightly affeted , which 


God granting, Tshall account my labour abun« 
dantly requited. Farewell, | 


Ts Do 


Eader, the body may as well ſubfit withs 
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the promiſe. 


Having theſe promiſes, 
dearely beloved , let us 
cleanſe our ſelves from 
all filthines of the flesh 
and ſpirit, perfe&ing ho- 

{ linesin the feare of God, 

2 Cor 7,1. 


| WAITS He Apoſtle Paul inthe 

(I? 0 R257 764 former chapter exhor- 
nl RIBS tcth the Corinthians tg, 
OY IS.FFO beware of unequall yo- 

| EAN king themſelves with 

| & & unbelcevers ; and hee 

FAS gives a double argu- 

| ment for it, one from 

the unequalnes of it,the other from thepro=- 
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| 
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miſes , as in my text, Having theſe promiſes, 
In theſe words are three parts. 


Having theſe promiſes, dearcly beloved. 

A gracious exhortation , let us cleanſe our 
ſelves from' all filthineſſe of fiech and ſpirit, 
perfefting bolineſſe in the feare of God, 
 Anargument for inſtigation ,* or motive 


which is from the hature of the promile. 


viſion, is firſt in order of the words, and 
therefore we will looke upon the words, 
as they ly in order : and fo from the laſt 
part and firſt words I shall handle this 
doctrine, | 
That God made many promiſes unto 
his people. | 
' Iamcometo you this day not to ſet out 
unto you the excellency of wit or learning, 
of the creature : but the excellency of a 
| naked promiſe, according tothat,2 Pet1,4. 
þ Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
/ and pre:tous promiſes. 


_ people, are ſuch as concerne the body, or 
the body and the ſoule : thoſethat concerne 
the body are with this limitation, that is, 


good 


Furſta loving appellation in theſe words, 


that hee uſeth to preſſe his exhortation, 


That which1s 1n the laſt part of the di-_ 


* Now all the promiſes of God unto his * 


{o farre as concernes Gods glory , and the, 
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ood of our ſoules : but for the body and 

oule, conſider that place. For the Lord is a 
glory, and no good will he withbold' from then 
that live uprightly. 


I Come to the reaſons why God hath 
thus made many promuſes unto his people, 
and they are three, FX 


ſunne and Shield , the Lord will give grace and Pak Torrey” | 


The firſt reaſon is this, that his people 
might have a fit obje& for their faith ro 
lay hold upon, for if you looke upon all the 
creatures in the world , you $hall finden 
all of them jointly , or any of them apart, 
a fit obje& for faith to worke upon, or be 
ſatisfied 1n : it is with faith as with a poore 
woman that hath a child , and hath nothing 
inthe world to giveit, shee takes the child 
at her back and goeth from doore todoore, 
and what $shee getteth shee giveth tothe 
child, ſo faith takes rhe ſoule , and carrieth 
it to promiſe after promiſe, and what ever 
She findes there she gives it to the ſoule. 


The ſecondreafon, why God hath made 
many promiſes unto his people is, that they 
may havea ground 6f comfort; for as itis 
the object of their faith , ſo it is the:ground 
of their comfort : for all other things of 
this world cannot profice or comfort the 


A3 beleeving 
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beleeving ſoule; as ſuppoſe we should ga 
. to friends for comfort, it may be they 
- want comfort for themſelves , and ſo are 
unfit to comfort us , or it may be they will 
not comfort us , or it may be they are3 


Hapsthoughable and ſometimes wing, 
yet they are mutable in their comforts, {a 
as though at onetime they are willing and 
doe comfort us, yet another. time the 
faile us : but Chriſt , to whom the ſoule 1s 
led by the promiſe, not onely hath com- 
fort and is able to comfort us , but he is 
willing alſo to give comfort to us, who 
Pal. 45.13, Knoweth our wants , and 7s neere to all thap 
Call upon himintrueth, and alſohe is immu- 
table in his comforts. And were the crea- 
ture aſufficient ground of comfort to Gods 
eople , then to want the creature were a 
Fugcient ground of mifery to them : but a 
man may want health, wealth, liberty, and 
chelike, and yet through and in Chriſt, his 
ſoule may have ſatisfying comfort : but if 
he want Chriſt, though he hath a fulneſſe 
of the creature , hee is moſt miſerable and 
without all ſatisfying comfort ; the pro- 
miſe onely is able to afford comfort to the 
ſoule in health, in ficknes , in life , and in 
death, 


TY 


prear way off,and ſo cannot doe it: or per-. 
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- Thethird reaſon, why God hath made 


many jzpromuſes [untof his / people is , that 
they may become mutuall comforters 
one of another , by having ſomewhat b 
experience from a promiſe , wherewirt 


> they may be enabled to comfort others , ſo 


that you may ſee the promiſe is not givens 
to comfort our ſelves with onely , -butalſo 
one another, 


Now for aſe. Is it ſo that God hath, Vie. 


made many promiſes unto his people, let 
us try our ſelves, whether we have any 


right to the: promiſes, orno , I will name 


but one note that you may the berterre- 
member it, and it is a true one,for you shall 
find it in Scripture. But the Scripture hath 


concluded all under finne , that the promiſe Gy... 


by faith in Teſus Chrift might be given to 
them that beleeve , So that you may ſee it is 
to them , and to them onely that beleevye 7 
he that can exerciſe faith 1n the promiſe, 
hath right to the promiſe , For ye walkeby 
faith,and not by ſight, 

If Chriſtians bein affli&tions and ſee that 
it doeth them good, then its eafie to bee 
leeve that promiſe which God hath made, 
All things shall worke together for the good 

them that love God, Butro beleeye this 
promiſe , when wee cannot ſee anygood 
| A 4 come 


2 Cor. 5.7. 


Rom, 8.28. 


«YL 


SER __ ——_ —<—-__—_—_—_—_—_— 


8 THE SAINTS IEVEL 


come of affliftion , that is to beleeve 

by faith andnor by ſight: but when we can 

ſee no good come by affliction , but finde 

our ſelves more dead and: dull, and alſo 

God to frowne upon us, and yet wee truſt 

in God, and beleeve the promiſe , and ſtay 

our ſoules upon Gods word ; this 1s to live 

by faith, as we are commanded , Whois 4- 

Ihi.50.r0, 179g yo that feareh the Lord , that obeyeth 
, the voyce of his ſervants, that walketh in darke. 
nes and hath no light , let him truft inthe name 

of the Lord, and flay upon his Gd, Faith 

_ maketh things abſent to be preſent , and 

maketh the promiſe good to vs, though 

| things ſeeme to thwart the promiſe never 
' yeb.11,1, {0 much. Now faith is the ſubſtance of things 
i"  * hoped for,and the evidence of things not ſeene, 
Rom.4.1s. With the eye of ſence, As Abraham be- 
leeved againſt hope , that he should haue a 

child , according as God had promiſed : fo 

muſt we truſt God upon a naked promiſe, 

I; that if health should be gone, or wealth, 
; _  "Itberty, ſtrength. friends, yea life it ſelfe 
almoſtgone, and God ſeemes to begone, 
and hell co be threatned , yer ſtill co truſt in 
God, and beleeve, this is to live by faith, 
and comfort is in the promiſe for all ſuch, 

but I ſpeake now co Gods people, 

Theſecond uſe of this do&rine is, That 

| | ſeeing 


<> » o GCE. ite it Vn <A et 4 eg rl b wg er rr SE Le "—% #Y Ty 4 
vs _ *- FAG ns = ab 


# 
-——” 


AD Rn mmnm_—n—m—m—_ 


| 


- hispeople, itisa ground of comfort unto 


THE SAINTS IEVWEL, 9 
ſeeing God hath made many promiſes unto 


them all , that though they goe up and 
doyne ſad , as if they were the worſt peo- 
plein the world , yet have they the onely i 
cauſe toreioyce, and they onely inall the , ol 
world. for heere is comfort againſt all - | 
their fins , God hath promiſed to doe them 
away. I am he that blotteth out thy finnes, for Iiq3.25« 
mine ciwne name ſake ,,comfort thy ſelfe, 
Chriſt is thine, I am my beloveds , and my be- 
loyed is mine , if therefore there be enough 
in Chriſts merits, hold up thy head and take 
comfort to thy ſelfe, 

Oh but ſaith the poore ſoule , I finde fin ObjeR. 
prevaile, and how can I then be comforted? 
' Ianſwere,looke into that place of Scrip- any. 
ture. 1 will ſubdue your iniquities, and cat 
your ſinnes into the midſt ef the ſea , and in the $197-18.19. 
20 verſe you may ſee the oath of God, for 
the trueth and mercy of the promiſe was 
gone foorth betore. wa 5 

But faith the ſoule, the Devill will be 06jce. 
buſte with mee where eyer I goe, and how 
can I be chearefull ? ES 

I anfrvere, God hath ſaid it, I willtread anſw. 
Aowne Sathan under your feet shortly, Com- Rom-16-20, 
fort thy ſelfe in this though Sathan ma 
trouble thee for a time, yet thou $halt 

| have 
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Bp have him under thy feet $hortly. 
;h-  ObjeQ- Oh bur againe faith the ſoule , I $hall 
| meet with abundance of oppoſition in the 
' world,and lam not able to make my party 
good, and how can-I then rejoyce? _ 
. Janſwere, flee thou to the promiſe a= 
ainſt that alſo , as where it is ſaid , Though 
Proatt.21., band joyne in hand, &c. Though men joyne 
themſelves together, and ſtrike hands, even | 
with the devill againſt Gods children, yet 
: Bis Shall chey not overcome them, 
|}- Objet& Burt alas ſaith a poore ſoule , I am in pre- 
ft. 2 ſent want of outward comfort , and how 
Should I be comfortable in ſuch acondition, 
Anky. I anſwere , It may be God dealeth with 
thee in this, as a mother with her children, 
who takes away the vicuals from the 
children for a while, and puts it into the 
1 cubbord, but afterward she giveth it them 
| againe, So ſometimes God taketh away 
| theſe outward things , and locketh them 
up for a while in the cubbord , whichis in 
the promiſe, and when he ſeeth it beſt for | 


Anſw. 


Iob.z,15.&c did with Iob, He tooke away all his out- 

ward comforts, and left him ſo poore, as jt 
15 a proverbat this day ( Aspooreas Tob f ) 
butafter a while, God did not onely re- 
ſtore unto him his former comforts, bur- 
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us, hegivethit to us againe: and thus hee | 


; 
| 


Ul 
ie 


| gave him double : And this was written 


pines 15 above the creature. 
| But Ishallmeet with many mocks and obiea, 


and thou shalt have thy defire', thought 


THE SAINTS IEWEL, un 


for thy comfort, and the ſtrength ofthy 
atience : comfort thy ſelfe therefore, hap- 


xeproaches in the world. - | 
Anſw, Letus comfort our ſelves againſt ant. 
this with Gods promiſes : let us doe as the . 


| Coveteous man 1n the Poet , who being 


mocked as he went in the ſtreets , went 

home and looked into his clofſer, and there 

ſeeing his bags of gold, rejoyced in his 

wealth, and {corned all their reproaches, ſo 

when weare mocked and fcorned of men 

ofthe world , let us looke into the Bible, 

and we $hall finde bags of promilſes, true 

treaſure, and therein let us rejoyce. | | | 

Bur it may be the pooreſoule will ſay, gpjea;' » - 


- 
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+ 4 


alas I cannot goe to God by prayer to fetch 
comfort, or it I doe pray, it is with ſo much 
coldnes and deadnes , as I cannot beleeve I 
Shall obtaineany thing. | 

T anſwere though it beſo, yet beleeve anfiv. 


may be thou canſt but chatter and though 
others hearing thee, regard it not, yet God | 
will ſay let me heare thee, andas a father 
loves to heare his child prattle, though + fo 
others regard it not, ſo God —_ ro FI. 
| care. , ON IS 
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| heare his childrenpray-. FW 
Obie, Bur oh, lam atraid of death, and that ct 
taketh ayay all my 10y and comtort. th 
1 anſwere, thou mayeſt comfort thy ' Sh 
felfe againſt that , yea and make death it |? 
ſelfe aground of comfort avd ioy to thy |® 
ſelfe, Itachild be at bord from his fathers |< 
houſe, though he be ar play with! his fel- ſa 
lowes , yetit he ſee horſe and man come Fi 
ro fetch him, he is glad, and leaves his play t 
and companions to goe home to his father |** 
willingly : ſo here wee are at bordinthe | 
world, and we are at play, as 1t were a- + 
mong the creatures, but when death 
comes, which is as horſe & man we should | P 
be willing to goe to our fathers houſe, 7 
| which is beſt of all. p 
obiesg, ButIam aſraidif ſuffring times shobld | 
come, I should never be ableto ſtand out. | © 
a. | It God call thee to ſufferings , he will } 
give theegrace ſutable to thy condition » ke JP 

1,Cor.13.10, Pill not ſuffer us to be tempted above that we 
are abie,but will with the temptation alſo make ' 

= 4 way to eſcape,that we may be able to beare tt+ 

Obie, Bur alas, Iam afraid I shall fall away 

from God, and that continuall feare there - 
of, doth take away all my comfort, . 
Anfov.. Anſwere, None can plucke thee out of 
Chriſts hands, neither fin-nor devill ; shee | 
vere 
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Should be ſo , hee should rend a member 


| to have Chriſt,and canſt thou ſay thus, If it 


Tcomfort thy ſelfe , for God hath promiſed, 
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| were a cruell mother that would caft her 
child into the fire , Chriſt muſt doe ſo, if 
thou shou)deſt go to hell; yea more, if that 


from himſeltfe, for heis thy head, and thou 
art one of his members : therefore for thy 
comfort know this cannot be ; the Lord 
ſaich, Ii make an everlaſting covenant with 
them,that I wil not turne away from them to do 
them good, But you may ſay perhaps I shall 
turn from him,ſee theretore what follgeweth 
in the ſame-verſe, 1 will pur my feare in 
their hearts , and they Shall not depart from me, 
This 1s good newes , it may bee the Obie&. 

poore creature will ſay, if I had right to 
the promiſe , but alas I cannot belceve,and 
take a naked promiſe: 

 Anſw, Doeſt thou deſire to beleeve, and 


Anlvw. 


were poflible heavenand Chriſt could be ſe. 
parated,I would rather have Chriſt without Wo | 
heaven , then heaven without Chriſt, then , | 


I will give to him that thirſteth of the water of 
life freely. | 72 
But this 1s a hard matter,& I cannot ſay, I Obicd, "Bf 
truly deſice Chriſt on ſuch terms as I should - > 
But is ita griefte ro thy heart that thou Anime 


| canſt not deny thy {clfe,and happines, rather 


then 


- pitch thee upon a promiſe , and should 


— 
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then be ſeparated from Chriſt ; and to cloſs 
with Chriſt , eyen upon any termes! it is 
thy burthen , becauſe thou canft not deſire 
to beleeve as thou shouldeſt. Then com« 
fort thy ſelfe , Gd will accept thewill for the 
the deed in this caſe. | | 
 Butthe ſoule objeReth and ſaith, alas! 
am(ſo farre from being grieved asI ought, 
that I rather find a hard heart that will not 
grieve and mourne for fin, I cannot finde 
breakings of heart for it. 
For thy comfort , I will come one ſtep 
lower to thee, haſt thou any will to it, 


Marke this place, if any place in the whole | 


Scripture be for thee, here it is in the laſt 
words of this verſe. And whoſoever will, let 
him take of the water of life freely. 

But it may be the wicked will ſay, I will 
have Chriſt : but ſtay , not every one that 
ſaith ſo shall have Chriſt, bur art thou 
willing to pait with thy ſinnes, and it may 
be to part with health, yyealth, liberty, 
friends, yea and your owne life alſo, what: 
ſay you ? Are you willing upon theſe 
termes? | | 

Bur-the poore ſoule ſaith againe, I feare 
I shall never doe this , but art thou wo 
that Chriſt chould make thee willing , an 


hold 
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| hold thee there? If thou canſt finde theſe x. Y 

s | things. then comforr thy ſelſe,for thou haſt / - 

e | right unto Godspromiles. 

- | Thethird uſe is, Seeing God hath made 

4 | many promiſes unto his people, this is 3 Vie 

tetrour to the wicked, Here are many in 

}| this congregation, to whom [I have not 

; | ſpoken one word in thelaſt uſe of comfort: 

t | now God ſends other newes to you, there» 

«| foreput it not off from you, if I prove not 

| what I ay by Scripture , beleeve me not © 

p | whatT have faid for the comfort of Gods 
people, I muſt ſay the contrary unto you. 

e| Firſt, as Gods children have their names 


} | written in Gods booke, and you have your , 
e | names written alſo, but it is in the blacke 

booke of Gods wrath, 
1] Secondly , as Gods children have a a 


+ | marke ſet on their forcheads, ſo thereis a 

x] marke ſet on you , but it is a woefull one, 

y | for though I 1udge you not, yer] am pers * 
perſyaded the devill hath ſet his blacke 

emwarke, with a brand from hell one ſome 

2jof you: yeaa man my gather from your 
very faces almoſt, what ſome of you are 

« |but the day of judgement will fully diſco- 

[ver youall. But in the meane time, knoyy 

7 this whoſoever you are that are under your 

{[naturall condition, you arg. under Gods 

i]. -. curſe 
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:o Cutle, as it is, Tf any shall heare the words of 
. *eþis curſe, and bleſſe himſelfe in his heart , ſay. | 
ing, I shall have peace though Twalke in the 
. -Immagination of my heart, @&'c Then the Lord 
will-not ſpare him, but the anger of the Lord 
and his: jealouſie' $hall ſmoake againſt that 
man, and all the curſes of this booke shall be 
upon bim, and the Lord shall blot out his name , 
fromunder beaven, &'c, Alfo, I will heapeup | 
miſchiefe upon you , and will ſend mine ar= | 
rowes upon you, Oh whata heavy. thing 1$ 
this ,: I pray you conſider it fadly ; not to 
| haveright to Gods promiſes , is the condi- 
tion of a man that is curſed , and miſerable 
in his life, at his death , and after his death, 
You rich gentlemen and gentlewomen,give 
me leave to ſpeake to you , Ipray you con» 
ſider thus much , if you have not right to 
Gods promiſes,thecurſe of God is ſtamped 
upon every crofle and peny, and upon every 
thing you have, See but this place, I have 
citrſed your bleſſmgs, ſaith the Lord, as if he 
Should have ſaid, though I have given you 
plenty. of corne » and money, and other 
things, yet they areto you but as curſes, 
and 1s not this ery ſad thing-: give. mee 
leave to dealeplainely , it is asit a man had 
but two pence in all the world > and he 
Sheuld goe and buy a halter with it,to-hang: 
| hunſelte 
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ewiſt a cord together to hang thy ſoule in 


| hell, And to you of the -poorer ſort, that 


have not a right to the prgmiſe, you are 
na miſerable condition , =o: Fn both 
miſerable here and hereafter alſo: Iſrael. 
hath not returned to him that ſmote them, 


neither doe they ſeeke unto the Lord , therts 
fore the Lord will cut off from them beth head: 
and taile, branch and rush in oweday. Againe 
whatſoever you doe in your callingis ac-- 


curſed unto you, yea your praying, readi 
hearing, faſting and Lager ==. all1s fins £87 | 


The ſacrifice of the wicked is an abowinetion prey, ,'q."* 


unto the Lord. . 


Bur ifitbe ſo, may theſewickedimneit Objech E 


fay, that our beſt duties are fin, whyshould 
we pertorme any duties, either praying, 
hearing orthe like © | 
In anſwere to this, know for certaine 
whiles thou art 1n this condition, thou art. 
in a bad.conditton, for every thing you'doe 


is fin, Vnto the pure all things are puve : Iit Tit 1194, 7a 


unto them that are defiled , and unbeleevings 
nothing ts pure, but even their mindes and con- 


ſeiences aredefiled, So that to you, t6 pers 


forme duty it is fin, or not to performe du= 
ty is fin: but yet omit notduty, for though 


in performing duty thou finneſt : yer notto -*-- 
performe duty, isa double fin; rÞ 


To 


Anſwg 
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| himſelfe, yea further , all that thou haſtin./ IM 
this conditon, is but as if thou $houldeſt-- 


Ifai.9,1 zarh S 


A Kinge-743'4 


Irov.l5e 26, 


18 


* 


To performe duty, whiles thou art inthy 
naturall condition is ſ1n for the manner, be- 
cauſe though thou mayeſt doe the duty for 
ſubſtance, as pray y heare , conferre, or the 
like, yet becauſe thou doeſt want a princi- 
ple of grace, nothing is done aright , and ſo 
wanteth acceptance; hut to negle&. duty 
js a ſinne, in regard of matter and manner ; 
alſo, for as it is {infulneſſe it ſelfe not to doe 
the duty, ſo it is fin to have the heart not 
rightly diſpoſed for the manner of perfor - 
mance : it1s with you, as it was with the 
Teapers, they ſaid among themſelves thus, 
Why ſit wee here till we die ?If wee ſay we will 


enter into the city, then the famine is in the City 


and we shall die there, and if we ſit ſtill here , we 
die alſo: Now therefore let. us come and fall 
unto the hoſt of the Syrians, if they ſave us a= 
live, we shall live, &nd if they kill us we shall 
but die. So uy thou with thy ſelfe , If I 


doe duety Ifin, and if I doe not performe | 


duty, I commit a double fin, but I will goe 
to duty, if God will ſave me, I hall live, 
if not , Ican but perish : and for thy com - 
fort conſider, it may be God will caſt an 
eye ofpity upon thee , thou artin the way, 
that 1s the meanes God hath appointed to 
bring you home to Chriſt : but yet untill 
thy condition be changed , all thou doeſt 


is {inne, for, The very thought of the wicked 


are an abomination to the Lord, 


Bur 
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But ohftrange, Though firebrands ous 
of hell be ſpitted in your faces , yet you are 
not affe&ed : Bur it may be. ſome of you 
thinke to doe it, when you are ficke, or up- 
on yourdeath bed, but it-may be too late 
then , when God openeth and awakeneth 
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your conſcience ,andifyou be not awaken= 


ed here , you shall be ſure to beawakened 


in hell. Iremember I heard ofayong pro. 


digall, when he was dying » looked on the 
fire and ſaid; as that fire burneth there ; {6 
Shall my ſoule burne in hell, Another ſaid 
on his death bed , Oh thatT might live, 
thought were but the Ne of a toad. God 
is very carefull co ſend his: Angels for the. 
godly: but for the wicked, the devils ſtand 
ready at his bed ſide to fetch hini into hell 
as ſooneas his breath goeth out of his bo 
dy, and then they will cry out, Oh the 
time of mercy that I have had , but now it 
is paſt, the gate of mercy is shut, never 
more to be opened. ee 
But it may be yet ſome will ſay, thanks 
be to God I am not in hell yet, and as long 
as theres life, there1s hope, _ EG 
Oh fearefull , what hope ſtill, read that 
placeand tremble inreading of it, The Lord 
of that ſervant shall come in a day , when -hee 
looketh not for him ; and man houre that he is 
not aware of, and shall cut him aſunder , and 
#ppoint him his portion with the hypocrites, 
— Bz there 
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there shalbe weeping and pnaching of teeth. 
 Ohconfider this againſt the day of iudg- 
ment, it is a ſad day forall ſuch, when mer= 
cy and patience and Chriſt Shall pleadea- 
gainſt them; yea , The dufl of miniFers fees 


what will their condition be, when drops 
of blood and ſweate $hall riſe up againſt 
them ; yea more, the husband $hall rejoice 
to ſee the damnation of the wife, The 
righteous shall reioyce when he ſeeth vengeance 
_ onthe wicked , becauſe God hath gottenthe 
glory of his enemies. 

The fourth uſe is, Anexhortation to the 
_ Lodly firſt, and ſecondly to the wicked. 


plaine they cannot lay hold onthe promiſe. 
Goto God to enable you , & that you may 
fodae.-*-* 

Conſider in the firſt place, that not to 
beleeve and lay hold on the promiſe is a fin 
| of unbeleefe, And he that beleeverh not is 
13 1obu. 3:8; farmed. Seethe evill of this fin of unbe=- 
þ leefe in theſe particulars | 
"Ho Firſt, Hereby we grieve the holy ſpirit of 
; God , whereby wee are ſealed to the day of re- 

Eph-4.30. demption, What agrievous thing is it for 

thee who delireſt to be aſſured that the pro- 
miſe is thine,that thou by unbeleefe should 
eſt grieve that holy ſpirit, which ſealeth up 
the promiſe to thy ſoule, ſee that place. 


H fare 


Shall riſe up againſt them, Oh bur if ſo,then | 


. In the firſtplace, tothe godly that com- 
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Meareyenow , oh houſe of David,is it a ſmall 
thing for you to weary men , but you muſt weary 
my Godalſo. Ita man promiſe todoe ano= 
ther man a courteſte , and after ſome delay, 


that man comes to him and faith, Will you . 


do as you promiſed mt ? He ſaith, yes, but 
faith he will you indeed ? and thus he plea« 
deth with him a whole day , and doth not 
beleeve him , will not that exceedingly 


grieve his friend , who promiſed him ſo to 
doe, and fully intended no lefle : eyen ſo is 


it with-all thoſe that are Gods people , and 
will not beleeve what God hath ſaid unto 
them, bur ſtand and plead with God, two 
or three yeeres or more: as thoſe that be=- 
beleeve glorify Gad, ſo thoſe that will not 
come in, rob God of his honour and glory, 


| and grieve him. 


It argueth a great deale of pride of heart 


| in them,that ys w1ll not þeleeve, becauſe 


they have not what they would, but ſome- 
thing they muſt have of themſelyes , like 


' womenthat will not goe to a feaſt, becauſe 
| they have'nothing tocarry. 


Here is a great deale of unthankfulnes, 
for all that God hath done for them, yea e- 
ve for Chriſt himſelf. where welove,we are 
very thankfull , and where we deſire to be 
thankfull , wee will be willing to take a 
kindneſle, : 

It argueth a great ou of impatience 
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when we will not wait ina way of beleee | 
ving upon the promiſes of grace, and cheer. C 
fully attend Gods lealure. * 1 

He that will not beleeve, gives God the | 


_ 
3 Toh. 5610+ 16 for, He that beleeveth, &c. Hee that be« | 


leeveth not in eyery ordinance he comes to, | © 
he maketh God alyar, becauſcevery ordi- | ©! 
uance beareth record of Chriſt. 8 
Not to beleeve, is adenying of Gods |" 
- power, for they will not truſt God , eſpe- 
cially in a great ſtraight » and by this wee |? 
may fee what a many fins, even Godspeo- (© 
ple may commit in this caſe; = 
Conſider againe in the ſecond place what b 
aſafe thing it 1s to beleeve, I ſpeak to Gods | 
pou : As Surgeons when they leta man | © 
lood, bid him looke another way, ſo | } 
when the devill letteth you blood , that is; | . 
holds you 'pooring on your corruptions | * 
looke another way, I meane on God, and | © 
then you shalbe ſafe from the devill, and 
the world, and your own corruptions. And p 
that you may lay hold on the promiſes of |! 
God, take heed of thoſe lets and impedi< | < 
ments that might hinder you. : 
Sinisalet ; for it will wreſt the promiſe | * 
out of our hands, But your iniquities,&'c. | 
| Theſecond impediment is , our doub- 
ting and wandering in our prayers, for, /t 
"= lifting up our holy "oro Ne; --- 
Re third impediment to beleeving 1s, 
Aavich. 


P 


favish feare, when we feare man more then 


: 


} 
- 


© | heir feare, nor be afraid, &c, 

e | The fourth let is, When we lay downe 
- one thing that might afford us help, and 
\. | draw our ſelves to God , and in the meane 
? | time take up another » which can no way 
| [helpus :as when we lay downe-thepro=- 
« | miſe, and take up the threatning. 


© 


.| Fiftly, when we ſet our mind too much 


- | on the creature , or honours, and ſeeke our, 
. 4 owne baſenes, or worldly pleaſures. 
In the next place, take theſe helps to lay 
- hold on thepromile, ' 
 Labourto liveby faith, in all traits, and 
' conditions,and by faith fetcha ſupply for al 
| your wants by the promiſe from Chviſt 
' ' Secondly, marke the promiſe well, which 
| is the ground of all comfort , and read 
them over often. | 
Do not flutter up & down from one pro- 
miſe to another, but lie a great while on 
f ſome one, and wring and ſqueeſe it by me+ 
ditation uponit. 
| Thirdly, apply the promiſe aright, do not 
| thinke it belongeth not to you, becauſe you 
have not that preſently which is pronuſed 
in it, you muſt know, that God ſetteth not 
doyyne the time, when it shalbe fulfilled. 
Fourthly, We are to wait patiently , and 
humbly under our preſent condition, vntill 
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God , contrary to that counſell , Feare not 1gi.g,rs; 
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God grant our defire, Gods time is the- 
beſt time, | | 
« Bleſfſe God for all his promiſes, but eſpe= 
Falez03+ Cially when they are made yoo tO'Uus, ' | 
In the nextplaceto thoſe that yet ſtand 
out, and are not cloſed withthe promile, 
| Tentreatyou,come in to God, take his gra- 
cious offer, lay hold on the promiſe : which 
that you may doe,take heed of thoſe things 
that wil be lets, and hinder you, _. - 
S = _ of = fin, __ __ wang ſaith, | 
our fins have kept back good things from you. | 
| | Take heed of Ge os das oc me 
S upon the creatures, torthey will shut oue | 
God the creator , Old men » do you come ; 
hometo God, yong men do you remember | 
your creator in the dayes of your youth | 
God this day calleth you, it may be he will | * 
never call more, how many hath the Lord 
ſtruck with death & ſicknes,and how ſoone 
it may be any of our curnes I know not :| 
' ſicknesis an unfit time to get Chriſt , andto| 
make our peace with God, if you ſtand ſtill 
you die : If you go on in fin you die, there- 
fore turne from all your fin and come in & 
lay hold by faith on the promiſe , that ſo ye 
l may live, and this that ihaye ſpoken unto 
j you may not bein vaine, 
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